Integration of drug-usage evaluation with a quality assurance program.
"If it ain't broke, don't fix it" is a classic quote that is still heard. Although health professionals strive for continuous improvement in the understanding, prevention, and treatment of pathology, they commonly ignore the system for health care delivery. DUE provides an effective mechanism for continuous examination of the system and improvement of patient outcome as it relates to drug therapy. The movement toward integration of DUE and clinical profiles will bring the Medical Center closer to realizing the ultimate goal of total quality care.